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PLACES 

 
ABERCORN 
Near South Queensferry, West Lothian        [65] NT 081 791 

Church 
Abercorn church - it is believed that 

General Thomas Dalziel of the 

Binns  is buried in the family burial 
vault at this church.  

 
Attribution: Mike  J. Richardson  

 
James Gib , of Abercorn, perished in 
the Crown of London  shipwreck at 

Deerness . 

 

 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  

 
Love, Dane. The Covenanter Encyclopaedia. p 72 
www.archive.org/stream/monumentsmonumen01r 

  ogeiala/monumentsmonumen01rogeiala_djvu.txt 

 

 

 

 

ABERDEEN 
City                                    [38] NJ 935 057 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Crabstane -  rectangular granite block,  
now built into the wall of a building,  

marking the approximate site of an  
engagement on September 13 th  1644 in  

which Marquis James Graham  Montrose  routed 
the Covenanters at t he Justice Mills.  

 
Image copyright : Matthew Davidson and used  

with permission  
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THE CRABSTANE 
 

BOUNDARY STONE OF 

                                              LANDS BELONGING TO                        Inscription on   

                                                  JOHN CRAB, BAILLIE OF                             plaque.  

THE BURGH IN 1314 

 

THE STONE 

ALSO MARKS THE SITE 
OF THE SKIRMISH IN 1571 

BETWEEN THE RIVAL 

FAMILIES OF GORDON 

AND FORBES AND OF AN 

ENGAGEMENT IN 1644 

BETWEEN THE CITIZENS 

OF ABERDEEN AND THE 

ROYALIST FORCES OF THE 

MARQUIS OF MONTROSE 

 

 

 

OTHER COVENANTERS FROM ABERDEEN  
 
¶ Alexander Jaffray , provost of Aberdeen was Scottish Commissioner to  
     King Charles II . 

¶ James Skene  was executed at the Grassmarket , Edinburgh . 

¶ Sir Patrick Leslie  was one of the first people in Aberdeen to sign the National 
Covenant . 

¶ Samuel Rutherford  died in jail in Aberdeen.  

 

 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  

 
Love, Dane. The Covenanter Encyclopaedia. p 21 

www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/nmsruntime/saveasdialog.asp?lID=14126&sID=6365 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Aberdeen 

www.scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/search_item/index.php?service=RCAHMS&id=20119 

 

 

ABERDOUR 
Fife 

Church (St. Fillans Parish Church)       [65] NT 193 854 

 
 
 
 
 

St. Fillans Parish Church.  
Rev. Robert Blair , the persecuted 

chaplain to Charles I , is buried here. He 
died at nearby Couston Castle . 
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Covenanter, Robert Blair ôs 
grave at St. Fillanôs Parish 

Church.  1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  

 
www.scottishchurches.org.uk/sites/site/id/2142/name/St.+Fillan%27s+Parish+Church+Aberdour+%28Dunfermline%29 

     +Fife 

www.scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/search_item/index.php?service=RCAHMS&id=50804 

www.thereformation.info/robert__blair.htm 

  

 

ACREKNOWE  
Near Hawick, Scottish Borders        [79] NT 498 108 

Fields 
 

 

 

 

 
Acreknowe - conventicle s were  

held in this area.  
 

Image copyright : Lesley Middlemass and 

used  with pe rmission  

 

 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  

 
Love, Dane. The Covenanter  

     Encyclopaedia. p 22 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                
1 The inscription is in Latin and difficult to read. I have not been able to find a translation. 
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AIRDRIE      
North Lanarkshire                              [64] NS 761 654 

Town 
 

 

POSSIBLE AIRDRIE MEMORIAL  
 

Initial plans are afoot to hopefully erect some form of memorial in Airdrie to Sir Robert Hamilton . 

He was one of the founders of the burgh in the early eighteenth century, but he is of more interest to 

us as he was a known Covenanter who survived. The Lord Lieutenant of Lanarkshire, Gilbert Cox 

M.B.E., J.P., has been in contact with the S.C.M.A. to find out more about Hamiltonôs struggle as a 

Covenanter, which included imprisonment on the Bass Rock, amongst other privations. An account 

of his life can be found in The Scots Worthies. The S.C.M.A. will probably not be required to take 

part in any fundraising for this memorial, but we have offered our assistance as required. 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Airdrie Covenanter banner . 

 
Image copyright: Aird rie Library and used with permission  

 

 

 

EAST MUNKLAND  

FOR REFORMATION IN CHURCH AND STATE 

ACCORDING TO THE WORD OF GOD 

AND OUR COVENANTS 

 
Wording on banner.  

                                                
1 Scottish Covenanter Memorials Association Newsletter, No.82, June 2003, p 11 
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COVENANTER BANNER, AIRDRIE  
 

The condition of this relic from the Covenanting Struggle has been causing concern to both your 

Association and to local people. Quite a correspondence has developed between us and North 

Lanarkshire Council. Until fairly recently, the banner was sited on a wall above a central heating 

radiator! This unique flag has an authenticated history. According to member, David Bryce, a  

Dr. James Begg, who was born in the manse of New Monklands in 1802, mentioned it in his 

autobiography. He recorded that he had often seen this flag, and that it was owned and preserved by 

the descendants of John Main, who had carried it at the Battle of Bothwell Bridge. Apparently, 

John Main was the Laird of Ballochney, and the flag had remained in the possession of the Main 

family until it was placed in Airdrie Library. 

The present position is that the banner is to be carefully restored, following a grant of 

around £500 from the Scottish Museums Council. 

Present thinking by North Lanarkshire officials is that, once the banner has been renovated 

and strengthened by expert technicians from Edinburgh , it will go on display for a short time, and 

then be placed in store. This contrasts strongly with the treatment given the banner until now, when 

it was on permanent display above a radiator! Protests are being made about this decision at local 

level. Members of the public feel that the trophy should be available for inspection at all times. We 

hope to report on the final outcome in a future newsletter. 1 

 

 

AIRDRIE COVENANTERSô COLOUR 
 

The historic flag which was carried by the Airdrie Covenanters at the Battle of Bothwell Bridge has 

just commenced a restoration programme at a cost of £10,000. The flag used to hang in the Gushat 

House public house until it was demolished in 1937. It was then passed into the hands of Airdrie 

Museum, but its condition continued to deteriorate. The S.C.M.A. was influential in pushing for its 

restoration, now underway at the Weaverôs Cottage Museum at Wellwynd, Airdrie. 2 

 

 

AIRDRIE COVENANTERSô BANNER 
 

I am pleased to inform members that the Covenantersô banner at Airdrie is currently undergoing 

restoration work. Concern had been mounting for some time regarding the condition of this 

important relic, and to help with the cost of restoration the management committee agreed to 

contribute £100. This was gratefully received by Carol Haddow, North Lanarkshireôs Museums and 

Heritage Manager, who informs me that the council expects to get the banner back around now. 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                
1 Scottish Covenanter Memorials Association Newsletter, No.71, September 1999, p 11 
2 Scottish Covenanter Memorials Association Newsletter, No.72, February 2000, p 11 
3 Scottish Covenanter Memorials Association Newsletter, No.76, June 2001, pp 10-11 
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Church (Reformed Presbyterian)        [64] NS 760 658 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Pulpit, Airdrie Reformed Presbyterian Church.  

 

Image co pyright : R. P. Mi ssions and used with permission  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Airdrie House         [64] NS 750 654 

 

 
Airdrie House stood on this site until 1964 when it was demolished for the construction of 
Monklands Hospital. Claverhouse  used the mansion as a garris on for his troops.  

 

 

 

Covenantersô Cave         [64] NS 779 643 

 
A small cave once existed at the base of an old quarry on the north bank of the North Calder 
Water. It is thought to have been used as a hiding place by Covenanters. There is now no 
trace of the  cave. It has disappeared due to extensive cliff falls along the riverside . 

 

 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  

 
Love, Dane. The Covenanter Encyclopaedia. p 22 

www.airdrieparks.org.uk/documents/2_CovenantersA1.pdf 

www.carstairs.org.uk/cams/banner.html 

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/scotland/Banner-headline-for-Covenanters.2303707.jp 
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AIRDS MOSS/AIRSMOSS/AYRSMOSS  

Near Muirkirk, East Ayrshire                         [71] NS 642 259 

Moors   
 

The Airds Moss Memorial, some four miles west of Muirkirk  marks the site of the last real battle 

fought on Ayrshire soil on 22nd July, 1680. Around 60 Covenanters led by Richard Cameron were 

defeated by 120 troops under the command of Bruce of Earlshall. Richard Cameron, his brother 

Michael and seven others were all killed at this spot. Richard Cameron had his head and hands cut 

off by the troops, to be taken back to Edinburgh  to win the reward for the capture of  

Richard Cameron, dead or alive. Many others were taken prisoner by the troops to die of their 

wounds or to be executed at a later date. 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Richard Cameronôs Prayer before the Battle of Airds Moss: ñLord, spare 
the green and take the ripe.ò 

 
Attribution: Penarc                                            

                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

A gravestone and obelisk are to be found 0.25 mile off the north side of the A70 

Cumnock/Muirkirk  Road some 3 miles west of Muirkirk . The obelisk marks the sites of a 

skirmish between the Cameronians and a party of dragoons on 20th July, 1680. The Covenanters 

were led by Richard and Michael Cameron, both of whom were killed together with seven others. 

Nine more were taken prisoner and either died or were executed. 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                
1 Covenantersô Chronicle. Ardrossan: Guthrie Newspaper Group, January 1994. 
2 The Killing Times. 
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                  Airds Moss with                               
   Covenantersô memorial, centre left.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Gemmel killed at Airds Moss 

Joanet McMichaell in Bank (St. Brydsbank, New Cumnock) appears in depositions of the parish of 

Cumnock (1684) as óa fugitiveôs relict, her husband being killed at Airds Moss. John Gemmill 

appears in the Sasine Register with his son Patrick Gemmill in 1657. John Gemmill of  

St. Brydsbank was killed at Airds Moss. 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Covenantersô memorial at Airds Moss.                         Inscription on Covenantersô memorial. 

 

               

                                                
1 Scottish Covenanter Memorials Association Newsletter, No. 81, February 2003 
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                  SACRED 

                To The Memor y 

                         of  

      The Revd RICHARD CAMRON                     

             MICHAEL CAMRON  

             JOHN GEMMEL 

             JOHN HAMILTON 

             JAMES GRAY 

             ROBERT DICK 

             CAPT  JOHN FOWLER 

             THOMAS WATSON                                          Richard Cameron ôs grave. 

             ROBERT PATERSON 

         Inscription on memori al.  

 

 

(Hand with sword) 
(open Bible ï reading HOLY BIBLE, left and REV.11;12, right) 

 

                                    M       C      

                                  

        Here l ies the Corpse of that  famous  

          and fa i th ful  preacher  of the gospel 

            MR RICHARD CAMERON with 

        the corpse of seven others who were 

          conquered by the bloody enemies of                                    

                   Truth  and Godl ines 

 

       Hal t  cur ious passenger  Come and read 

         Our souls t r iumph wi th Chr ist  our 

            glor ious Head in  sel f defence we 

            murdered hear do l y For  wi tness                       

                 against  th is nat ions Per jury                                

 

                              1680                  

 

Inscription on Richard Cameron ôs grave. 
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Here l ies the corps of that famous                                              

and fa i th ful  preacher  of the Gospel                           

Mr Richard Cameron who wi th  several   

others fel l  here in an  encounter 

wi th  the bloody enemies of t ruth  and                                   

godl iness  July 20 Anno 1680                                              

 

Hal t ,  cur ious passenger ,  come here and read 

Our  souls t r iumph wi th  Chr ist our  glor ious head 

In self defence we murderôd here 

        do Ly 

To wi tness against  th is Nations  

        per jury. 

R. C. 

Michael  Camer on Rober t  Dick 

Joh n Hamil ton Cap.  John Mul ler 

Joh n Gemmel  Rober t  Pa ter son 

James Gr ay  Th omas Watson  

 

          Inscription on reverse of grave.  

 

 

CAMERONôS GRAVE IN AIRSMOSS 
 

Robert Reid 

 
[Rev. Richard Cameron, the Lion of the Covenant, with eight others was killed when his little band was surprised by 

Royalist troopers at Airdôs Moss 22nd July 1680. Here was a hero of the Covenant who had packed a life timeôs service 

into the nine short months he lived after his ordination.] 

 
Like a sweet incense rising to the Lord 

From this lone altar in the muirlands gray, 

The hallowôd memories of a bygone day 

Hang over Airsmoss: here the tyrantôs sword 

Made brave men martyrs, and their graves a shrine; 

And here the lips of those who that day bled 

(Staining the heather to a deeper red) 

Bore testimony to their faith divine 

Revere them, Scotland! Cherish, and revere! 
Base is that son of thine who shuts his eyes 

To the pure merit of that sacrifice; 

Ill he deserves the freedom purchased here - 

For to this spot our countryôs glance should turn 

As proudly as to glorious Bannockburn! 
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One of several memorial plaques at Muirkirk . 

 

 

 

AIRDS MOSS 
 

I was unable to insert this item in our last issue, due to shortage of space and time. I visited the 

battlefield of Airds Moss and its graves last year, and was delighted to see the wonderful renovation 

work which has been carried out on the memorials there by Mr. and Mrs. Alastair Smith of 

Cumbernauld. Our sincere thanks are due to them for the unstinting efforts they have made to the 

monuments and the surrounds. In addition, they have erected two notices on the main road (A70), 

pointing towards the stone. The notices are on black board with white lettering, which states 

óCovenanter Monumentô. They are mounted on telegraph poles! Unfortunately, there has been a 

great deal of mineral boring carried out recently close to the main road, and this area can be a 

quagmire in wet weather. Anyone wishing to visit the monuments is advised to proceed from the 

red (dish) gate near Nether Wellwood Farm (on the Muirkirk  side of the notices). A road, then a 

path can be followed along the side of a small hill, until it is possible to walk over the grassy hill, 

when the monument will come into view. 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                
1 Scottish Covenanter Memorials Association Newsletter, No. 52, June 1993, p 6 
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CAMERONôS STONE 
 

Dane Love has been raising funds in his local area towards the proposed replacement of the old 

recumbent stone marking the grave of Richard Cameron, who was killed in battle at Airds Moss in 

Ayrshire. The 325th anniversary of the battle will be in 2005, and it is hoped that it may be possible 

to have a new memorial in place by then. The cost of a granite replica of the original stone, 

complete with a carved representation of a sword and bible (as mentioned in Hyslopôs poem, A 

Cameronian Dream), with surrounding groundwork and new iron railings, is in the region of £4300. 

So far £720 has been donated towards the cost, but funds are still coming in. 1 

 

 

AIRDS MOSS APPEAL 
 

This appeal for funds is progressing very well, with numerous organisations in the Cumnock area 

contributing towards the cost of replacing the original gravestone and surrounding railings. Many 

individuals have also contributed, and it is expected that the work will take place this year. 

Unfortunately this is unlikely to be before the 325th anniversary of the battle, as the surrounding 

moorland is leased by the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds, and they do not want us to 

disturb the breeding season. 2 

 

 
William Manuel , another Covenanter involved in the Battle of A irds Moss, was captured and 
taken to Edinburgh  t olbooth , where he died of wounds received in the battle.  
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AIRTH  
Near Stirling            [65] NS 897 877 

Town 
 

 

Airth Parish Church . 

Rev. Alexander Hamilton  was 
minister here, as well as Stirling . 

He took James Guthrie ôs head 
down  from the pike at Netherbow 

Port and buried it .  

Robert Hendrie , John Morison  
and Andrew Young , all from 

Airth, perished in the Crown of 

London  shipwreck at Deerness . 

 
Attribution: Kevin Rae  
 

 

 

 

AIRYOLLAND  
Near Mochrum, Dumfries and Galloway        [82] NX 308 475 

Farm 
 

Airyolland -  there are several possible sites where the home of Margaret Hay  could have 
stood as Airyolland was once a small settlement. Margaret Hay  hel d house meetings in her 

home, at which Samuel Arnot  preached on occasion. She was c aptu red and eventually 
banished, as was one of her sons William Hay . John Hay , Williamôs brother, is also listed in 

Wodrow  as a fugitive, as is Alexander Hay , possibly another son.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  

 
Love, D. Scottish Covenanter Stories. p 199 
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ALE WATER  
Near Ashkirk, Scottish Borders         [73] NT 504 230 

Valley 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Ale Water Valley near Dimpleknowe Farm. The Rev. John Blackadder  was one of the 

ministers to preach at conventicle s here.  

 
Image copyright : Alexander Cunn ingham and used  with permission  
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ALLANôS CAIRN       

Near Moniaive, Dumfries and Galloway                           [77] NS 698 008 

Moors  
 

 

Nithsdaleôs most inaccessible and least known monument to the adherents of the Covenant. It 

stands over 1600 feet above sea level. This cairn is located on the Southern Upland Way, where 

once the boundaries of staunch Covenanting counties Kirkcudbright , Dumfries and Ayr  met.  It 

can be reached, with considerable effort up the Shinnel Water from Tynron , to Shinnel Head. On 

reaching the Shepherdôs cottage, take the forestry road to the end, finally striking right for half a 

mile. This is a trip for the fit and not the faint-hearted. The stone is small. 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                
1 Nithsdale Covenanting Trail. Nithsdale Tourist Association. 
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ALL ANôS CAIRN 
 

Sale of Upper Nithsdale Forests 

 

Alerted by John Crocket to the danger of possible sale of these forests to the access to Allanôs Cairn 

memorial, I contacted Dumfries & Galloway Regional Councilôs Rights of Way Officer. I knew 

that the Council would be very concerned about possible loss of access by the public to these forests, 

and I wished to express our concern that we would be unable to visit the Cairn. 

My approach to the Council appears to have been appreciated, and it also appears that the 

Council have the matter well in hand and that new Public Path Agreements will be secured prior to 

any sale. Allanôs Cairn is on the Southern Upland Way, and if things go according to plan, the 

approach to this memorial will be secured in perpetuity. 1 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Covenantersô memorial, Allanôs Cairn, Shinnel Head. 
 

 
            OF 

         WHOM                                                       Erected by                                              by the                                          

     THE WORLD                                               the proceeds                                           Rev. Peter 

        WAS NOT                                                  of a sermon                                          Carmichael 

WORTHY.  Heb.XI.38                                     preached here                                  Scarbridge, Penpont 

 

 

IN MEMORY OF                                   GEORGE ALLAN AND                 MARGARET GRACIE  WHO 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Insc ription on three sides of Allanôs Cairn. 
 

                                                
1 Scottish Covenanter Memorials Association Newsletter, No. 60, February 1996, p 8 
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          On 2nd                                         

     Sabbath of 

       July 1857.                                      
                                                              

FOLLOWED CHRIST                                  

 TO MARTYRDOM 

                                                                  

 

               

 
                          Inscription on fourth side of monument.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONVENTICLE - ALLANôS CAIRN 
 

The annual conventicle held by Glencairn and Moniaive Church took place at this remote spot on 

top of the hill above Shinnel Glen. Despite difficulties in access, along narrow forest roads, sixty 

worshippers attended the service, which was conducted by Rev. Christine Sime. Miss Sime referred 

to the Covenantersô thirst for faith and justice, and their demand for personal liberty to worship God, 

and to live by the precepts of the Bible. As a result of their stance, many Covenanters paid the price 

of martyrdom. 

The Forestry Commission assisted in the success of this event by ensuring that all gates 

were open and that access roads were passable. 

While attending this conventicle, I took the opportunity to inspect the monument, along with 

a member of Penpont Community Council. The Council has been suggesting to us that the 

memorial required remedial treatment. We found the stone and its inscription in very good 

condition, but the little circular railing surrounding it, was found to be very rusted, and some of it 

was actually missing. I have since been in touch with Dumfries and Galloway Council, per its 

Southern Upland Way Ranger, Tom Whitty, as to whether the railings should be removed entirely, 

(there being no sheep or cattle now grazing in this forest) - or completely replaced. Mr. Whitty 

thinks that there may be funds available for this project from Scottish Natural Heritage. He has 

asked us to obtain quotations from local blacksmiths for replacement railings, so that an application 

can be made for assistance, and already John Crocket of Dunscore, has undertaken to attend to this 

matter. This is no small task undertaken by John. He has already aroused the interest of two local 

blacksmiths, but the snag is that each one requires to be guided to the lonely memorial. Obviously, 

the ócompetingô tradesmen will not wish to assess the project together, so John has two journeys to 

make! Thatôs what I call ódevotion to the cause!ô 1 

 

 

 

 

                                                
1 Scottish Covenanter Memorials Association Newsletter, No. 71, September 1999 
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ALLANôS CAIRN 
 

This remote memorial on the summit of a Galloway/Dumfriesshire hill is surrounded by railings. 

However, these were in need of repair, and it was felt that a new set altogether might be a better 

way forward. The memorial is located on the route of the Southern Upland Way and  

Richard Mearns, a ranger in the area, was contacted to see if he could assist. I now have pleasure in 

letting you know that the railings were replaced at the end of July, and that the whole cost is to be 

borne by Dumfries and Galloway Council. It seems that there were sufficient funds at the end of 

the financial year to cover the cost. 1 
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ALLANBANK  
Near Chirnside, Scottish Borders        [74] NT 857 542 

River 

 

 
The Blackadder Water, 
near Allanbank. A large 

conventicle  was held here 
in 1674, conducted by the  
Revs. John Blackadder  

and  John Welsh . 
Approximately 3,200 
people were present.  

 
Image copyright : Walter Baxter 

and used with permission  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

                                                
1 Scottish Covenanter Memorials Association Newsletter, No. 74, September 2000, p 9 
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Another view of the 
Blackadder Water.  
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ALNESS 
Highland           [21] NH 644 690 

Church (ruins of old Parish Church) 
 

 

 

 

 
Old Parish Church, Alness.  

Rev. John Fraser  was 
minister here.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
A memorial plaque in Latin commemorating Rev. John Fraser  and his wife, Jean Moffat , 
who met whilst imprisoned in Dunnottar Castle  used to be located on the wall of this chapel, 
but its location is now sadly unknown.  
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Town                     [21] NH 665 685 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
At Dalmore Distillery, on the edge of the town, a 

red granite monument marks the site of a large 
conventicle  held in 1675.  
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THIS STONE 

MARKS 

THE ONLY PLACE IN ROSS-SHIRE 

IN WHICH THE SACRAMENT 

OF THE LORDôS SUPPER 

IS KNOWN TO HAVE BEEN DISPENSED 

TO THE COVENANTERS 

DURING THE DAYS OF PERSECUTION. 

RESPECTING THE COMMAND 

OF THEIR DIVINE REDEEMER 

MORE THAN THEY FEARED THE FURY 

OF THE OPPRESSOR 

THEY MET HERE ON A SABBATH IN SEPTR 1675. 

SOLDIERS WERE SENT TO APPREHEND THEM 

BUT THEY DID NOT ARRIVE 

TILL THE COMMUNION SERVICE WAS OVER 

AND THE CONGREGATION HAD DISPERSED. 

THE REV. J.  Mc.MILLIGAN OF ALNESS 

WAS THE OFFICIATING MINISTER 

ON THAT INTERESTING OCCASION 

ASSISTED BY 

MR. ANDERSON OF CROMARTY 

AND  

MR. FRASER OF DAVIOT 

 

THIS STONE WAS DESIGNED AS A TOKEN OF 

RESPECT FOR THE MEMORY OF MEN WHO LOVED 

THEIR SAVIOUR BETTER THAN THEIR LIVES. 

AS A TESTIMONY AGAINST THE UNSCRIPTURAL 

SYSTEM, THE BASELESS PRETENSIONS AND 

THE PERSECUTING SPIRIT OF SCOTTISH 

PRELACY, AND AS A STIMULUS AND 

ENCOURAGEMENT TO ALL WHO WOULD FAIN 

BE FOLLOWERS OF THAT WHICH IS GOOD. 

 
Inscript ion on the monument.  

 

 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  
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ALTRY HILL  
Near Moniaive, Dumfries and Galloway        [77] NS 670 000 

Hill  

 

                Altry Hill.                                        Possible location of Whigôs Hole on Altry Hill. 
 

Image s copyright: Andy  Wallace and used with permission  

 

A natural hollow known as Whigôs Hole on the western slopes of Altry Hill provided a good 
hiding place for the Covenanters whilst affording panoramic views of the surrounding valley. It 
was therefore an excellent conventicle  site. George Allan  and Margaret Gracie  may have 
worshipped here before being shot on the Fawns of Altry.  

 

 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  

 
ALLANôS CAIRN - Places Index, Volume III, pp 14-17 

Love, Dane. The Covenanter Encyclopaedia. p 206 

www.scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/search_item/index.php?service=RCAHMS&id=44670 

 

 

ANCRUM  
Near Jedburgh, Scottish Borders                     [74] NT 621 248 

Church (ruins of old Parish Church) 
 

 

 

 
Ancrum old Parish Church -  The  

Rev . John Livingston  was minister 
here 1648 -  1662, before being 

banished to Holland.  

 
 

Attribution: James Denham  
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Inscribed door lintel at the 

Old Manse, Ancrum, 
commemorating  

 Rev. John Livingston . 1 

 
Image copyright : Mitch Ger mansky 

and used with permission  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
George Rutherford , of Ancrum, perished in the Crown of London  shipwreck at Deerness . 

 

 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  

 
Love, Dane. The Covenanter Encyclopaedia. p 24 

Orr, Brian, J.  

www.revjohnlivingston.com/ 

www.scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/search_item/index.php?service=RCAHMS&id=96330 

 

 

ANWOTH   
Near Gatehouse of Fleet, Dumfries and Galloway                 [83] NX 582 562 

Church (ruins and Old Parish Churchyard) 
 

 

Horizontal ótableô stone to John Bell of Whiteside, shot at Kirkconnel  Moor  on  

21 February 1685. 2 

 

 

 

Ruins of Anwoth Church  
and church yard.  

 John Bell ôs grave is the 
flat stone on right of kirk, 

as indicated.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                
1 The inscription is very worn, but it reads something like óJohn Livingstonôs Manse, Minister of Ancrum 1648 - 1662ô. 
2 Covenanting Sites. 
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                                    Covenanter,  John Bell ôs grave. 

 
 

 

                 THIS MONUMENT SHALL TELL POSTERITY 

THAT BLESSED BELL OF WHITESYDE HERE DOTH LY 

WHO AT COMMAND OF BLOODY LAG WAS SHOT 

A MURDER STRANGE THAT SHOULD NOT BE FORGOT 

DOUGLAS OF MORTON DID HIM QUARTERS GIVE 

YET CRUEL LAG WOULD NOT LET HIM SURVIVE ï 

THIS MARTYR SOUGHT SOME TIME TO RECOMMEND 

HIS SOUL TO GOD BEFORE HIS DAYS DID END 

THE TYRANT SAID, WHAT, DEVIL! YEôVE PRAYED ENOUGH 

THIS LONG SEVEN YEARS IN MOUNTAIN AND IN CLEUCH 

SO INSTANTLY CAUSôD HIM WITH OTHER FOUR 

BE SHOT TO DEATH UPON KIRKCONNEL MOOR 

THUS DID END THE LIVES OF THESE DEAR SAINTS 

     FOR THEIR ADHERING TO THE COVENANTS 

 

 
                                         Inscription on John Bell ôs grave. 

 
 
 
 
Plaque at Anwoth Old Kirk to  

Samuel Rutherford . 
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ANWOTH OLD KIRK  

SAMUEL RUTHERFORD 

MINISTER FROM 1627 - 1638 

 

PROFESSOR OF DIVINITY AND PRINCIPAL OF ST  MARYôS COLLEGE. 1647-1661: 

BURIED IN THE CATHEDRAL GROUNDS OF ST ANDREWS. 1661 

 

                                  COUNSELLOR IN THE WESTMINSTER ASSEMBLY OF DIVINES: 

                                  AUTHOR OF FAMOUS ñLETTERSò AND ñLEX REXò: 

                                  PREACHER OF PERMANENT RENOWN: 

                                  REFORMER AND DEFENDER OF THE FAITH. 

 

                  MONUMENT ERECTED TO HIS MEMORY ON THE NEAR-BY HILL.  1842 

 

ñFAIR ANWOTH. BY THE SOLWAYò 

ñGLORY. GLORY DWELLETH IN EMMANUELS LANDò 

 
Inscription on Rutherfordôs plaque. 

 

 

OTHER COVENANTING ASSOCIATIONS WITH  ANWOTH PARISH  
 
¶ Rev. John Mean  was also a non -conformist minister of Anwoth.  

¶ Grizel Richardson  was a fugitive . 

¶ Rev. Michael Bruce  died here  in 1693.  

 

 

Boreland Hill           [83] NX 587 558 

 

Large obelisk to Samuel Rutherford, Minister at Anwoth from 1627 until 1636, when he was 

deprived of his charge and confined to Aberdeen. A great scholar, preacher and Covenanter. 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                   Monument to  Samuel Rutherford at Anwoth.  
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Inscription on Samuel Rutherford ôs monument.  

 
TO THE MEMORY OF 

THE REV SAMUEL RUTHERFORD 

MINISTER OF THE PARISH OF ANWOTH 

FROM 1627 TO 1639. 

WHEN HE WAS APPOINTED PROFESSOR OF DIVINITY 

IN THE UNIVERSITY OF ST  ANDREWS 

WHERE HE DIED 1661: 

THIS MONUMENT 

WAS ERECTED A.D.  1842. 

IN ADMIRATION OF HIS EMINENT TALENTS, 

EXTENSIVE LEARNING, ARDENT PIETY, 

MINISTERIAL FAITHFULNESS, 

AND DISTINGUISHED PUBLIC LABOURS 

IN THE CAUSE OF 

CIVIL AND RELIGIOUS LIBERTY  

THE RIGHTEOUS SHALL BE IN EVERLASTING REMEMBRANCE 

PS CXII .6  

Inscription on  Samuel Rutherford ôs monument. 

 

 

Manse                     [83] NX 580 558 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Name of  Samuel Rutherford ôs Manse.                Samuel Rut herford ôs Manse, óBush Oô Bield. 


