INTRODUCTION

HOW AND WHY THE STRUGGLE BEGAN

The Covenanting period in Scottish history was not just a religious struggle but also a civil one.
This period marked the end of the concept of the divine right of kings and the beginning of a
transfer of powr to the people.
Cumnock and Doon Valley is rich in Covenanting history and a number of significant sites
from the period are to be found throughout the district.

THE MEANING OF THE COVENANT

The word O6covenant dé i n SceentheiSsols pdoplesabhddGody si gni
The idea of a covenant between God and humankind lies at the very heart of the Bible. At
the Last Supper Jesus Christ interpreted his own life and death as the perfect covenant.
This perhaps explains the strength of oppasitioScotland to the imposition of
Episcopacy, where the Church is ruled by bishops answerable to the monarch.
The first covenant can be traced back to around 1557 and dates from the growth of
Protestantism in Scotland just before the Reformation ofieeli 1560.
KingJamesVIhad asserted the 6Divine Right of Ki
have no competing authority in the land.
I n the kingbs eyes, the competing authorit
whereby the church is rdl by an assembly of ministers and lay members independent of the state.
The differences between Episcopacy and Presbyterianism lay at the very heart of what
motivated the Covenanters.

THE NATIONAL COVENANT

Opposition to the growth of Episcopacy as arf@f church government was underlined by the
signing of the National Covenant in 1638 by those who believed in a church which reflected
keeping their bond or covenant with God. ™&tional Covenant as its name suggests, involved
the whole nation.

WhenCharles | succeeded to the throne, he was set on completely overthrowing
Presbyterianism.

Although he was quick to set out the consequences chmorc e pt ance of t he |
supremacy, thdlational Covenantwas begun in Greyfriars Kirkyard Bdinburgh on
29"February 1638. It included a confession of
its loyalty to the king:

From the knowledge and conscience of our duty to God, to our king and country . . .
we promise by God to continue in obedienceslijion (Protestant and
Presbyterian).

Copies of this Covenant were sent to all parts of Scotland to be signed and even to sympathisers in
London.

Such was the emotion of those signing that some wept aloud, others shouted in exaltation
and others cutpmen their veins and wrote their names in their own blood.

This was open defiance of the king and his policies but people were prepared to face the
consequences of refusing to submit to the imposition of Episcopacy.



THE SOLEMN LEAGUE AND COVENANT

Charles| hoped to destroy the Covenanters but in 1643, during the English Civil War, the Scots
entered into a Solemn League and Covenant with the English to achieve reformed religion.

By 1646 the civil war in England was ending in victory for Parliam€harles| hoped to
persuade the Scots to help him against the English parliament.

But the Covenanters would agree to assist the King only if he established Presbyterian
church government in England.

The King refused and the Scots left him to fall into the hand&adfamentCharles | was
eventuallyexecutedn 1649.

THE RESTORATION OF CHARLES I

After the rule of Oliver CromwellCharles Il was restored to the throne. The king restored
the bishops and allowed ministers to hold charges only if they were adeeptédral landowners
and denounced the covenants as unlawful.
About 300 ministers, many from Ayrshire, refused to submit to the new regulations.
People were fined for failing to attend ch
were stationed allver Ayrshire to crush illegal church services, called conventicles.
In 1679,Archbishop Sharp, a supporter of the King, was murdered by Covenanters as he
travelled home t&t. Andrews *

1 Covenant er AdrosSamnGubhriel Newspaper Group, January 499



Historical Background

The Covenanters were Scottish Presbyterians who
objected to English Episcopalian interference in their
worship. They were called Covenanters because they
supported the National Covenant of 1638 which
pledged opposition to the English bishops. When
Charles 11 was restored in 1660 many ministers left
their parishes and held illegal open-air conventicles.
Troops were sent in and violence erupted on both
sides. Known locally as 'the killing times', one of
the main persecuters of the Covenanters was John
Graham of Claverhouse or ‘Bloody Clavers'.
Hundreds of Covenanters marched on Edinburgh but
they were dispersed at the Battle of Rullion Green in
the Pentland Hills on 22 November 1666. The
Covenanters were routed again at Bothwell Bridge in
1670, and at Airds Moss near Cumnock, in 1680.
The Rev. Richard Cameron, who fixed the Sanquhar
Declaration to the old town cross in Sanquhar, was
one of those killed in this last battle. The Rev.

James Renwick took up the cause but was captured
and executed in Edinburgh in1688, at the age of 26.
In the same year William and Mary came 1o the
throne, relaxed the laws in an attempt to unite the
country and the area became more peaceful.
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Some other Covenanters'
Memorials in Southern Scotland

DUMPFRIES Troqueer Church: a tablet to Rev,
Blackadder who died during imprisonment on the
Bass Rock. Whitesands: a plaque to James Kirko,
shot in Dumfries.

KIRKCUDBRIGHT The churchyard has a ‘
memorial to two hanged and beheaded Covenanters.

WIGTOWN A 1all obelisk commemorales two
women who were drowned for their faith: Margaret
Wilson aged 18, and Margaret McLauchlan aged 63.
Three other martyrs are buried here,

MONIAIVE An obelisk to James Renwick, bom
here in 1662,

MOFFAT A roadside memorial at the Devil's
Beeftub commemorates John Hunter of Corehead.

AYR A memorial to seven prisoners from
Pentland, hanged by another prisoner, after the |
official hangman refused to do so. |
GLASGOW The Cathedral has a memorial to nine \Q
martyrs: four were at Pentland, and five were hanged
for refusing to answer questions. :

EDINBURGH Greyfriar's churchyard still has the
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Covenanters' Prison which housed some Ismmen\, v
after the Battle of Bothwell Bridge. Open 1o the
elements, many died before trial; others were )v
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THE EARLY HISTORY OF THE COVENANTERS

His Hon. W. H. R. Crawfordnd used with permission

In Scotlandthe old PreReformation Church was even more oppressive, venal, corrupt and

unpopular thants English counterpart had beéhc ot | andds prefer evheztee f or
the Church is ruled by elders elected by¢bagregation and there are rishHops, may have been

fuelled by a strong reaoh against the past. Whatever the reasondtiogrines of @lvin, Luther

and Pesbyterianism appealed to Scots from the outset. In 1557, the Lords of the Congregation
signed he FirstNational Covenant binding themselves to repladeetRoman Church ¢h a

Presbyterian one. In 1560, with thael of Elizabée h6s troops, that i m was
troops of Mary oLorraine were driven out; the authority bietPope was desd, the Mass was

declared illegal, and Presbyterianism was established.

From tha moment on the Scots Nation (with the exception, curiously, of an area round
Aberdeen, which remained firmly Episcopalian) did not waiver idetsire to worship accordirig
the Pesbyterian rite. Yefor the next 130 years the Stuarts sought to impose either Episcopacy or
actual Roman Catholicisopon Scotland. Much of the turbulence which was appareiitin
century Scotland arose from this single cause.

James Vlandl prefared Anglicanism, as indeed he preferred Englartddmative land,
but his motivein seeking to impose it upon the Scots was that it would cement the @haries
I, with his insistence upon the Divine Right of §#) genuinely believed that Blgterianism and
Kingship were incompatibleHis attenpt to impose upon Scotland Alcth s hop Lauddés Hi
Anglican prayer book led directfyom theJenny Geddegiot, to the signing of the Second
National Covenantof 1638by many thousands of Scots.

The Coveanters, as the signatories were now known, made clear their loyalty to the King,
but also their utter opposition to the rule of bishops, and to anything even remotely connected to the
Roman Catholic ré. As Charles sank deeper in to the mire of tivil @Var, the government of
Scotland was carried on by the General Assembly of the Kirk, which had organised the signing of
the Coveant. For ten years, the Assembly ruled Scotland in a way which recalls the rule of the
Taliban in Afghanistan in recent times diarist of the period wrotd) Muc h f al si t (di s|
Scheitting (cheating) at this tyme wes daylie detectit by the Lordis of Sessioun; for the quhilk their
wes daylie hanging, skurging, nailing of luggis, and binding of pepill to the Trone, and bbr
tounges. 0

Executions for moral offences were commonplace. The severing of baddimbs was
frequent. The Kirkoés moral code dhedootbdot excl u
many of those who had signed the Covenant,l&ederdale andMontrose, it was a érm o
government more foul and oppressive than the absblule ofCharles | would ever have been.

Montrose turned against it. He de@d to back the King, recommending to him a form of
constitutional monarchywith the aid ofrish troops and Highlanders under Cttiisj he won a
series of brilliant victories against the men of the Assentppermuir , Aberdeen, Inverlochy,

Auldearn, Alford andKilsyth followed each other in dazzling succession, marred only byeatie
pillageand slaughter that followed the victory at Aberdeen. Aftiésyth his troops, their motives

less noble than his, ntetl away back to the Highlands and Ireladiéntrose sought replacements

in the Borders, but &hiliphaugh, nearSelkirk, he was surgged and routed bieslie. He

narrowly escaped with a few folleers, most of his reduced forcaswcaptured; many were

slaughteed on the field, and the rest, indlng women andhildren, were taken tedinburgh. The
Assemblyannounced they were be execudd. Protests poured in from all over Scotland. These

were ignored; the execution of the women and boys was carried oRg¥hBavid Dickson an
exModerator of the Generdissanbly,d e c | ar i nrgk dialrhges wlaonni |y on. 0



Montrose continued to seekdops in the Highlands, unt@harles | called on him to desist, and
leave the country. He went to Holland. There, on hearing of the execution of the Kingntée. fai
The reaction of the rest of Stantd was one of fury and horrdZharles Il was immediatly
proclaimed King inEdinburgh, but with a proviso that he should netgn until he had accepted
the @venant. Charles, before he accepted this proviso, decided to let Montrose see what he could
do.Montrose landed in the Orkneys, recruited unskilleck@eyladsand with themandsome
gallant noblemen, like the Earl &innoull, crossed to the mainlan@ihe Orcadians were no ncht
for General LeslieandColonel Strachan and wereouted.Montrose sought sanctuary with
Neil Macleod of Assynt, who betragt him for £25,000 Scots; 20 in cash and 5 in mea.dome
slight consolation that the meal was sand the cash was probably never piidntrose was led
down through Scotland, his feet tied under a highland pohgrles 11 did not lift a finger tatry to
save him. The courage, digneg d O sweet carr i ag ehero,wentthhiswidathc h h
are legendary. His poems, including the lines scratched on the window of his cell on the night
before his executi on, adimbedreahimgershable manunenttoms e v e
greatness.

Charles II, having sacrificedMontrose, landed in Scotland, made obeisamcehe mullahs
of the Assembly, and signed the Covenants. Cromwell imnedgiatarched north with his army
and put the Scetarmy to flight aDunbar on 39 September 165@eneral Lesliehaving been
goaded into taeal error by the ministers of thessembly. Exactly a year later, Charles and Leslie
marched into England and were defeated at Worcester. Charles fled abro@dyranetlireplaced
the administration of the Assembly with one of his oWnvas infinitely more just, but it was
equally oppressive, it was English, and it was highly unpopular. There was universal rejoicing in
Scotland wher€Charles Il was restored. Alass the later history of the Covenanters shows all too
clearly, the rejoicing wasoon to turn to tears.

1 Scottish Covenanter Memorials Association Newsleher 93, February 2007p®-7, 10



Chapter CXX

Scenes of the Scottish Covenanters
By The Rev. W. S. Crockett, D.D.

Author of “The Scott Country,” ** The Scott Originals,” ete.

HE Scottish Covenanting conflict covered a
period of half a century—between the years
1637 and 1688. Scotland never witnessed a
blacker or a bloodier episode in her whole history.
The love of freedom has ever burned itself deeply in
upon the soul of the Scottish people, and it was this
sense of freedom which lay at the root of the great
Covenanting struggle. Its one contention was for
liberty to worship in the manner which most appealed
to the national conscience, and which the national
conscience considered to be in harmony with the
mind and will of God and the teaching of the Scrip-
tures. Prelacy and Popery were utterly abhorrent to
the Scottish ideal. Whatever savoured of priesteraft
and the Mass was anathema to those who believed
there conld be no human medium intervening be-
tween the soul and its Maker.

Under the Reformed Church, set up in 1560 by
John Knox and his associates, the country was cut
adrift from the curse of Roman Catholicism and the
Presbyterian system acclaimed as the religion of the
land. There were those, however, who adhered to the
old order, and who hoped for the time when it would
be resuscitated in some-
thing like its ancient power, 1
Episcopacy prevailed in
England, and to bring the
northern half of the king-
dom into line with the
religion of the south was
their constant aim and
firm resolve,

The most determined of
those instruments was King
James VI himself, aided
and abetted by prelatic
sympathisers in both coun-
tries. James accepted not
only the dogma of the
divine right of kingcraft,
but episcopacy, he held,
was no less according to
God's appointment, It
was, he said, * the religion
of a gentleman.” Under
James's regime the order
of bishops was fully re- |
stored in the Church and | “
in the councils of the State,
and very soon the Church
of Scotland was as Epis-
copal as it had been Roman
Catholic in pre-Reform-
ation days. No betterness
came with the advent of
Charles I—matters grew

TO THE COVENANTERS : e

The inscription on the obelisk at Bothwell Bridge, also shown  ism. ““ We have cast down

on page 1284, comnemorating the Covenanters who were

present and fell in the Battle of Bothwell Brid in 1670
It stands at the north end of the modfe('nl:mge idge

worse and worse, It was Charles’s attempt to foist
upon the Church the use of a liturgy prepared by
Archbishop Laud, and little better than the Roman
breviary, which became the fons el orige of the
Covenanting Cause,

On Sunday, July 23, 1637, the new manual was
ordered to be introduced into all the churches, Dean
Hannay officiated in the High Kirk of Edinburgh—
S. Giles Cathedral. He had read but a few sentences
when the pent-up anger of his congregation mani-
fested itself in unmistakable fashion, Audible
whispers stole through the building, followed by the
debacle in which Jenny Geddes figured so conspicu-
ously, Constant tradition affirms how a humble
vegetable-hawker hurled her creepy-stool at the
Dean's head, shouting out : “ Thou false thief, dost
thou say Mass at my lug? "  An unseemly brawl,
perhaps, but it served ite purpose, a tocsin
sounding forth its summons to the nation. For so
was the first blow struck in that mighty battle for
religious and civil liberty which did not cease till
the whole obnoxious system of Prelacy-cum-Papacy
was swept away, and with it the Stuart dynasty.

On February 28, 1638,
the National Covenant was
signed in Greyfriars
Church, Edinburgh. Dr.
Hay Fleming claims to
have disproved the popu-
lar tradition of a flat stone
in the churchyard having
been utilised as a table for
signatures, many of these
being written, not in ink,
but in the witness's own
blood. Dr. Fleming main-
tains the Covenant was
signed in the church alone.
But tradition is not easily
slain, even if it has been
shown that by the light of
candles and cruisies the
sacred edifice was used for
this purpose, long after
nightfall. No unanswer-
able argument has been
adduced against the oft-
repeated, romantic story
of the stone. A General
Assembly held at Glasgow
in November drove the
bishops from their sees
and restored Presbyterian-

Robt MeLen

the walls of Jericho,” said
the Moderator, Alexander
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The Scottish Covenanters

Henderson, minister of Leuchars, "let him that
rebuildeth them beware of the curse of Hiel the
Bethelite.” Charles's threat of Civil War was
speedily extinguished, although the royal army and
the forces of the Covenanters {camped upon Duns
Law, in Berwickshire, where the Covenanters' Stone
is still seen) faced each other for some days.

In 1643 a new bond—the Scottish League and
Covenant (often confused with that of 1638) was
approved by Parliament, and provided for the extir-
pation of Popery and Prelacy within the three
kingdoms. The execution of the king proved a
backward stroke to peace. The Scots proclaimed
Charles 1T, and dispatched an embassy to interview
him at The Hague. Charles (not so good a man as
his father) declined the conditions under which the
great Marquess of Argyll and his coadjutors laid
the crown at his feet. With a handful of foreign
mercenaries the Marquess of Montrose hastened to
raise the country against Argyvll and the League, a
foolish and disastrous adventure which brought
about the unmerited death of one of the gallantest
men who ever handled a sword.

In 1651 Charles was crowned at Scone, solemnly
swearing to uphold the Covenant. The Cromwellian
dictatorship (tolerant to Scotland, although Oliver
inhibited meetings of the General Assembly) saw
Charles an exile in France. On May 29, 1660, he re-
entered London, and June 1q was celebrated in

THE MARQUESS OF ARGYLL
Archibald Campbell, Marquess of Argyll, the mast moderate of the
Covenanters' leaders at the time of the Restoration, died for his
Faith on the scaffold in 1661, The photograph is from a painting
in the Duke ol Argyll's collection.

1286

ARCHBISHOP SHARP
gumes Sharp, the minister of Crail who became Archbishop of
t. Andrews through his betraval of the Covenant, persecuted his
erstwhile friends with all the venom of the tumcoat. This
portrait of him is by Sir Peter Lely.

Edinburgh as a Thanksgiving for the Restoration.
On New Year's Day, 1661, Middleton’s notorious
“ Drunken Parliament " met, to pass, in the course
of its brief career, numerous Acts, the most execrable
and hateful in the annals of the Scottish Statute-book.
Everything became centred in the supremacy of
Charles, He was given absolute despotism over
Church and State, and on September 6 Episcopacy
was re-gstablished,

EANWHILE sinister events had occurred even while

Middleton's Parliament was in progress. Some
of Scotland’s best sons were marked out for martyr-
dom. On May 27, 1661, Argyll, his country’s sagest
statesman, the foremost citizen in Scotland, sealed his
testimony with his blood, “ I could die like a Roman,”
he said on his way to the scaffold, “ but T choose to
die like a Christian.” Ere another week had passed
James Guthrie, minister of Stirling, was hanged at
the Cross of Edinburgh, His last words were, " The
Coyenants, the Covenants shall yet be Scotland’s
reviving,"

The saint and scholar of the Covenant, Samuel
Rutherford, marked out for a similar fate, was
mercifully delivered from it by illness and death
supervening. Of all the shrines of the Covenant none
is better known than “ fair Anwoth by the Solway,”
Rutherford’s beautiful parish, from which he was
ejected and banished to Aberdeen, where he penned

A



The Scottish Covenanters

those celebrated Letters which exercised a more
potent religious infiuence than all his pulpit prelec-
tions. His “ Lex Rex” was the text-book of the
Covenanters of Scotland,

ITH the rehabilitation of Prelacy there appeared

on the scene the most prominent and mast
unprincipled of those turncoat divines for whom a
traitorous trimming to the circumstances of the hour
probably never cost them a moment’s thought.
James Sharp, minister of Crail, sent to London to
safeguard the interests of the Kirk and to seek the
goodwill of the king, returned to Scotland as head
of the new hierarchy—Archbishop of St. Andrews,
No emissary of the powers of darkness could have
been more hostile or more vindictive. Sharp's hand
can be traced in all the horrible and despicable
incidents of his eighteen vears of Primacy, With his
connivance, and often at his express orders, severities
were heaped on severities upon the Presbyterians, who
numbered the great majority of the peaple, especially
in the centre and south and west of Scotland,
Persecution opened its voracious maw day by day,
until in 1662 Parliament decreed that all ministers

A PROSCRIBED MEETING OF COVENANTERS BEING HELD

appointed after 1649 (when patronage was abolished)
could hold their charges only on a fresh presentation
from the patron and collation by the Bishop. A
third of the incumbents, about 4oo, forscok their
benefices rather than betray conscience, ** Scotland,"
says Robert Wodrow, “ was never witness to such a
Sunday as the last on which the ministers preached."

When Alexander Peden, known as the *' Prophet
of the Covenant,” parted with his people at New
Luce, after shutting his pulpit door he struck it three
times with his Bible, dramatically exclaiming, ‘' I
arrest thee in my Master's name that none enter thee
but such as come by the door as I have done.”

Many of the deprived ministers continued to reside
in their parishes, giving origin to the memorable
Conventicle movement, those secret proscribed meet-
ings in private houses and among sequestered nooks
of the hills and fields, which constituted the most
tragic vet the most splendidly heroic feature of
Covenant times. Not seldom thousands of people
participated, The spot selected was usually a remote
solitude ; a stretch of heathery moorland, the edge
of a broad morass, the lee of a thick plantation, a
secluded slope or *“ hope " among the mountains, or

IN A MOORLAND SOLITUDE

In field or heathery moorland, marsh or woosdland glade, any solitude remote enough to evade the vindsctive vigilance of the enetny
soldiery Covenantess would foregather for service ami prayer. Preacher and procentar took up a position from which they could be soen

and heard by cvery worshipper ; round about them sat e congregation, joining fervently in psaim or hymn

Sir George Harvey's paint-

ing reproduced in the above photograph renders graphically one of these meetings. The painting is the property of Glasgow Corporation
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The Scottish

the bend of a stream, and always where keen-sighted
watchers could be told off to give the alarm to the
worshippers qn case of need.

No assembly could have been more solemn or more
uplifting. Round about the company of reverent-
minded worshippers lay the grand sublimities of
Nature. Near by might be the hallowing presence of
a martyr's grave. The preacher and precentor took
up a position from which they could be seen and
heard by all. With full-throated voice of praise the
familiar psalm was sung, and in the hush of prayer
the bleating of a sheep, the flapping of a wild bird's
wing, the cry of an infant, alone broke the stillness.

’l" HE celebration of the most impressive of the
Church’s ordinances—the Sacrament of the
Lord’s Supper—became almost more a heavenly feast
when men and women partook of it not kmowing
what might happen before the night mists fell.
Though the utmost precaution was taken, and
distant watchers maintained a steady eye, conven-
ticles were spied out by the enemy and dispersed ;
ers and people were captured, or wounded,
or slain. Quiet worshippers returning homeward,
ecstatic in the joy of sweet communion with one
another, were interrupted and questioned ; some were
put under arrest; some cruelly maltreated ; some
ruthlessly murdered, as the martyr stones on many a
Lowland moor silently testify.
~ Every sort of expedient was employed to crush the
conventicle spirit and to bring the nonconforming
element within the sweep of the numberless Acts
passed against them. The intruded " curates ” piled
up ““ black lists " of church absentees and acted the
part of informers. Spies disguised as pedlars, minstrels
and ballad-mongers, beggars, and even as fugitive

> ! b .‘.
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whose end 15 recorded on an impressive monument {

only military success. But it cost the life, amgnm*o °.{1g‘? :éd“'d,}' shown in the top
) in plion shown e lop

photograph is that on the monument commemorating the victory (se¢ page 1289},

Covenanters

Covenanters, wandered from place to place, ferreting
out information and conveying intelligence to the
authorities, for whom the military were the main
instruments of oppression. Soldiers, reckless, profane,
pitiless, brutal, were given liberty to act as they
pleased—to fine, imprison, ill-treat, shoot, in merciless
scourings of the country which shook the whole
south-west of Scotland with a blast of terror.

In 1666 that * fierce and dissolute tyrant,” Sir

\

James Turner, had been ordered
‘into Galloway to support the
curates where the opposition of
the people was strongest. Some
of his troopers laid hold of an
old man in the village of Dalry,
threatening to roast him alive,
he having refused to pay a fine
for not attending church. At
that juncture four Covenanters
who had been hiding among the
Glenkens Hills appeared on the
scene, resolved at a rescue.
A scuffle followed : a shot was
fired, and one of the soldiers
fell. The psychological
moment had come. Joined by
“ above nine-score men, more
than the half whereof consisted
of horsemen indifferently well
mounted, with swords, pistols,
and carbines, the rest afoot,
I, armed with muskets, pikes,
scythes, and forks” the

; : ‘ E Robi, Mel.cod
GRAVE OF WILLIAM DINGWALL, AND THE DRUMCLOG VICTORY
D . a desolate moor a few miles from Strathaven, was the scene of the Covenanters'

10



The Scottish Covenanters

company mustered at Irongray and marched to
Dumfries, where Turner was taken while still in bed.
Continuing, they made for Ayr and Lanark, under
the command of Wallace of Auchans, with Major
Learmonth, Captain Arnot, the redoubtable John
Paton of Meadowhead, and others. They had now
increased to 2,000 strong, enough, they thought,
for a bolder stroke. A rumour (false) that Edinburgh
was ready to join them, led them in that direction.

On reaching Rullion Green, on the slopes of the
Pentlands {some eight miles from the city), while
reduced unhappily to a famished and half-spirited
condition, they were met by the forces of “ Bloody
Dalyell " of Binns and put to flight, leaving about
fifty killed and & hundred prisoners. The latter were
tried for treason, John Neilson of Corsock and Hugh
McKail were put to the torture of * the Boot,” and
hanged., Between thirty and forty were executed
and the rest were banished. At Rullion Green an
insignificant tombstone marks the spot where the
battle took place and the slain were buried.

Sharp was the real anthor of the retribution meted
out to the Rullion prisoners, Their lives might have

il
UUTHTETT

THE COVENANTERS' ONE VICTORY OBELISK AND BATTLEFIELD OF DRUMCLOS

This photograph shows the obelisk erected to
ol Claverhonse surprised the Ru
suflered an ignominious deteat, foally

to avail themselves of thelr sucoess, and

been spared on a promise of quarter upon surrender-
ing, but the relentless Primate retaliated at the bare
suggestion, " You are pardoned as soldiers, you are
not acquitted as subjects.’” The die was cast, and
at the same time Sharp's own fate rendered certain,
For thirteen years he lived under a dread of assas-
sination. An attempt was made on his life in the
High Street of Edinburgh in 1668, but he pursued
his nefarious rule and persecuted the unfortunate
Covenanters for eleven years longer

ON May 3, 1670, while on his way to St. Andrews,

and in crossing Magus Moor, he was dragged
from his carriage by a band of nine zealots, headed
by Hackston of Rathillet and Balfour of Kinloch,
known as ** Burly,"” men of his own shire, and stabbed
to death, notwithstanding his daughter's presence
and an escort of soldiers powerless to interfere,
The deed was murder foul and cannot be condoned,
and was at once condemmned by the Covenanting
leaders. But it was an age of desperate deeds, and
Sharp's conduct was of such a character and his acts
of infamy so revolting, that the marvel is he escaped

mULL mLbral

the Covenanters on the battlefieid of Drumelog, near Strathaven [see paye 1288). Graham
therglen * rebels ™ at a great conventicle hese, but was himself surprised by the resstance offered, and

obliged to escape on a borrowed horse,
ter a fruithess march on Giosgow met thesr Waterloo at Bothwell Bridge (see pp 1384, 1285)

1288

The victorious Covenanters, however, failed signally
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